2> Practical Implications of the New
Covenant Ark

The shift from the Old Covenant (where God dwelt in a box, the ‘aron) to the New Covenant
(where God dwells in us, the Temple of the Holy Spirit) fundamentally reshapes every
spiritual discipline. The key concept is the replacement of external restriction with internal
access.

1. Redefining Transcendence: Nearness Does Not
Diminish Awe

Theological Shift

In the Old Covenant, God’s Transcendence (His otherness and separation) was primarily
defined by Distance. The Ark’s covering, the veil (katapetasma), and the threat of death
defined holiness.

In the New Covenant, God’s Transcendence is defined by Intimacy coupled with
Righteousness.

e Implication for Transcendence: The Ark's two materials—Acacia Wood (humanity) and
Gold (divinity)—show that in Christ, God moved into human existence. Our intimate
access does not mean God is less holy; it means His holiness is now graciously present in
us (1 Corinthians 6:19). We approach Him with reverent boldness (Hebrews 4:16). His
distance is overcome, but His majesty remains.

2. Worship (Latreuo): From Ritual Service to Life
Service

The New Covenant transforms the believer into a Priest and the heart into the Holy of Holies.

Old Covenant Worship (Latreuo)

The Greek word Latreu6 (Aatpeuw) originally referred to the ritual service performed by the
priests at the physical Temple/Tabernacle (like sprinkling blood on the hilastérion).

New Covenant Implication

Since Christ is the ultimate High Priest and the final sacrifice, our priestly duties are spiritual,
not animal sacrifices.

e Romans 12:1 calls us to offer our bodies as a "living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to
God, which is your spiritual worship (logikén latreian)."



e Practical Change: Latreuo becomes the continuous service of daily life. Every act of
obedience, charity, forgiveness, and ethical living—when offered in faith—is now
considered worship. Your daily work, how you raise your family, and how you speak to
your neighbor are your "Holy of Holies" service.

3. Prayer Life: Unveiled Access

The Ark's physical reality dictated a prayer life mediated by a priest, a veil, and a once-a-year
event. Christ's fulfillment changes this entirely.

New Covenant Implication

e The Torn Veil: Because the katapetasma was torn (Matthew 27:51), the Holy of Holies is
now permanently open. We no longer pray toward a place; we pray from a presence.

e Direct Access: We do not need a human priest to mediate for us. Christ is the eternal
hilastérion (Mercy Seat) and our advocate (1 John 2:1).

e Practical Change: Prayer becomes immediate and uninterrupted. It is not a formal
request to a distant King, but an ongoing conversation with the indwelling presence of
the Trinity (Romans 8:26-27). There is no "unacceptable time" or "unclean place" for
prayer, because the Temple (you) and the Mercy Seat (Christ) are inseparable.

4. Fasting and Provision: Trusting the True Manna

The Ark contained the pot of Manna, reminding Israel that God provided their physical
sustenance despite their grumbling (Provisionary Rebellion).

New Covenant Implication

e Christ is the Bread of Life (John 6:35), the ultimate provision. He transforms our
understanding of hunger and satisfaction.

e Practical Change for Fasting: Fasting is no longer merely about self-denial; it is an act
of declaring that Christ's spiritual provision is more real and sustaining than earthly
food. It is physically practicing the theology that the true Manna—Jesus—is sufficient. By
temporarily relinquishing physical provision, you reinforce your ultimate reliance on the
spiritual presence dwelling within you.

5. Loving and Service: The Fulfillment of the Law

The Ark contained the Tablets of the Law, testifying to Israel's Moral Rebellion. The blood
on the Mercy Seat covered the guilt of the broken Law.

New Covenant Implication

e Christ fulfilled the Law (Matthew 5:17) and, through the Holy Spirit, writes the Law on
our hearts (Jeremiah 31:33, Hebrews 8:10). The Law is no longer an external measuring
stick for condemnation (covered by blood); it is an internal motivation for love (expressed



through service).

Practical Change for Loving/Service: Loving is the manifestation of the Law
fulfilled by the indwelling Spirit. Loving your neighbor is not a duty to check off; it is
the natural overflow of the divine nature dwelling within the Temple (you). When you
serve, you are embodying the only Ark that truly mattered: the Body of Christ, bringing
reconciliation and mercy to others.

6. Corporate Worship (Sunday): The Assembly of
Temples

If the primary sacrifice is now the living body (Latreud, Romans 12:1), what is the function of
the Sunday gathering?

The Redefinition of Corporate Time

Sunday is not the only holy time, but the corporate confirmation of continuous
access. The Church gathers as the assembly of individual Holy of Holies (Temples) to
publicly celebrate the fulfillment of the Ark in Christ.

Focus Shift: The service moves from performing a required ritual to celebrating a
completed reality. We are gathering at the site of the completed atonement (hilastérion),
which is Christ himself.

The Role of Reverence: Reverent Boldness

Reverence in the New Covenant is a synthesis, not a contradiction:

1.

Reverence (Awe): It is an internal awe that the Holy God still dwells with us, despite our
sin. The reverence is paid to the Holy Spirit already resident within us, and within the
person next to us. It means coming prepared, focusing on the majesty of the indwelling
Trinity, and not taking the Immanence for granted.

Boldness (Access): It is the external confidence derived from the torn veil. We come
with assurance because Christ's blood (the ultimate covering/Mercy Seat) made our
presence acceptable once and for all.

Practical Manifestation: Reverence means the focus is on God's glory and the finished
work of Christ, not on self or performance. Boldness means there is no shame, fear of
judgment, or distance—only gratitude and open access to the Father through the Son.

Summary: The Theology of Reverent Boldness

Old Covenant New Covenant Practical Implication

Holy of Holies (Box, limited | Believer's Heart (Temple, 1 | Your spiritual life is no
access) Cor 6:19) longer confined to a

building; it is everywhere




you are.

Mercy Seat (kapporet)

Christ (hilastérion,
Romans 3:25)

You have immediate, full
assurance of forgiveness
and peace with God.

Priest’'s Duty (Latreuo)

Every Believer's Service
(Romans 12:1)

Every act of love and
obedience is continuous,
acceptable worship.

tablets)

Law (External stone

the heart)

Law (Internal, written on

Loving others is the
spontaneous expression of
the indwelling Spirit, not a
duty to avoid judgment.

That is an excellent point for practical theology. The shift from Old Covenant distance to New
Covenant indwelling completely changes the nature and function of silence in corporate

worship.

The New Covenant concept of Reverent Boldness (as outlined in the document) doesn't
abolish silence; it redeems it, shifting it from a posture of fear to a posture of intimacy and

awe.

Here is how the fulfillment of the Ark impacts silence and practices like stillness in a service:

1. Silence as Volitional Attentiveness, Not Enforced Distance

transcendent God's holiness.

Feature Old Covenant Silence New Covenant Silence

Source External Prohibition (Leviticus 16:2) Internal Discipline (Psalm
and the threat of death for 46:10, "Be still, and know that
unauthorized access to the Ark. | am God").

Function To protect the worshipper from the To attune the worshipper to

the immanent God's voice
and presence.




Motive Fear of God's judgment and distance. Love for God's person and
reverence for His nearness.

When the assembled "Temples" (believers) enter into corporate silence, it is a shared decision
to stop the noise of the world and the self, allowing the indwelling Holy Spirit to speak and
work without distraction. It is the Temple quieting itself before the resident Deity.

2. Reverence as Awe of Immanence

In the Old Covenant, reverence demanded silence because the Ark—God's Throne on
Earth—was unapproachable and hidden behind the veil (katapetasma).

In the New Covenant, reverence demands silence because the Trinity is now perfectly
present and accessible. The awe is not that God is far away, but that He is so profoundly
near.

e Practical Impact: Moments of silence (before communion, after a sermon, during
confession) are not "dead air." They are moments of maximal presence, where the
entire congregation—standing at the ultimate Mercy Seat (hilasterion)—offers their
individual logikén latreian (spiritual service) to the Father. Silence becomes a profound
collective testimony of awe: the silence of utterly confident surrender.

3. Silence as Preparation for Boldness

The concept of "Reverent Boldness" is a synthesis. The silence provides the reverent
foundation for the bold response:

e Quiet Confession: Silence allows the individual Temple to perform the "living
sacrifice" of confession (Romans 12:1), acknowledging their broken Law (the tablets
inside the Ark) before the blood-sprinkled Mercy Seat (Christ).

e Bold Singing: The deep, internal awe cultivated in silence bursts forth into uninhibited,
confident, and joyful singing. The singing isn't a performance; it's the external
declaration that the inner work is secure because of the torn veil.

e Listening: Silence ensures that the hearing of the Word (sermon) is not a passive
activity, but an active, reverent posture of the heart, ready to receive commands from
the indwelling King.

Therefore, silence in New Covenant worship is not a relic of Temple ritual; it is a vital,
corporate priestly function that affirms the immediate and awe-inspiring presence of God in
the midst of His gathered people.

That is a crucial clarification. The New Covenant theology of the Ark and the Temple doesn't
mandate a silent reverence; it mandates a sincere reverence.



Loud singing, clapping, and enthusiastic expression are not a lack of reverence, but are the
direct, joyful expression of New Covenant boldness.

Here is how non-silent, enthusiastic worship aligns perfectly with the theology of Christ as the
ultimate Ark/Mercy Seat:

1. Loudness is the Sound of the Torn Veil

In the Old Covenant, the silence surrounding the Holy of Holies was the sound of the veil
intact—the sound of danger and distance.

In the New Covenant, enthusiastic noise (singing, shouting, clapping) is the sound of the veil
torn (Matthew 27:51). It is the sound of confidence and access.

Reverence is Internal (Motive): The awe that God is holy and dwells in me.
Boldness is External (Manifestation): The confidence to shout, sing, and clap
because Christ (the hilastérion or Mercy Seat) has secured my entry completely and
finally.

A quiet service might reflect reverence for God's distance; a joyful, loud service reflects
reverence for God's nearness and gratitude for the finished work that made that nearness
possible.

2. Joyful Noise as the New Covenant Sacrifice

As the Practical Implications document notes, our worship (Latreuo) is now a living sacrifice
(logiken latreian, Romans 12:1). What is the appropriate expression for this internal spiritual
sacrifice?

e Hebrews 13:15 calls us to continually offer "the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the
fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name."

e A Non-Performative Sacrifice: If the clapping and singing are truly an overflow of the
heart's gratitude for the finished work of Christ (non-performative), it is arguably a
more complete offering than a self-conscious silence. The focus is on the Majesty
(Reverence) and the work (Boldness) of the one true God, rather than the external
display.

When a church is singing loudly and clapping with genuine joy, they are corporately declaring:
"We are standing in the Holy of Holies (in Christ), and there is nothing to fear but
everything to celebrate!"

3. The Test: Sincerity vs. Performance

The difference between reverent, loud worship and performative, loud worship comes down to
the focus:



Type of Worship | Focus of the Heart Alignment with Ark Theology

Reverent, Loud Focused on Christ's Celebrates the hilastérion (Mercy
work and God's glory. Seat) fulfillment.

Performative, Focused on Violates the integrity of the Temple (1
Loud self-expression or Cor 6:19) by making the inner offering
peer approval. (Latreuo) dishonest.

Therefore, the lack of silence does not negate reverence; lack of sincerity does. A loud
church, if it is genuinely focused on the awesome immanence (indwelling presence) and
completed work of the Trinity, is profoundly reverent.

This is a crucial line of inquiry, bridging the gift of salvation with the discipline of
sanctification. The relationship between the "Ark within" (the indwelling Holy Spirit) and daily
service (Latreuo) is one of cause and effect, not performance and reward.

Here is the theological and scriptural breakdown of daily service in light of the New Covenant
Ark.

1. Does Daily Latreuo Indicate the Presence of the Ark?

Yes, daily Latreuo (spiritual service/worship) is the necessary outflow and function of the
indwelling presence of Christ and the Holy Spirit (the "Ark within").

Cause and Effect: The Enabling Presence

The Old Covenant Ark held the Law inside (judgment) and was covered by the Mercy Seat
(kapporet). In the New Covenant:

1. The Ark/Temple is Present: Upon faith in Christ, the Holy Spirit takes residence,
making the believer the Temple (1 Corinthians 6:19). This is the gift of God—the
presence of the Ark.

2. The Mercy Seat is Applied: Christ's finished work ensures that you are acceptable to
God.

3. The New Law is Written: The Law is written on your heart (Jeremiah 31:33).

Therefore, Latreuo is the evidence of a functioning Temple. It is the inevitable result of
having the true Law and the true High Priest (Christ) dwelling within. A person engaging in



spiritual service is simply acting in accordance with the divine nature that has been imparted
to them. It is not what earns the Ark's presence; it is what proves the Ark's presence is active.

2. What Does the Lack of Daily Latreuo Imply?

When a Christian does not engage in daily Latreuo, it does not mean they have lost the
indwelling Ark presence (which is a sealed promise of God, Ephesians 1:13-14). Instead, it
means the Temple is obstructed, dysfunctional, or under spiritual distress.

The absence of Latreuo indicates:

A. Grieving or Quenching the Spirit

The Holy Spirit's purpose is to lead the believer into active righteousness and service. When a
Christian resists obedience or persists in sin, the divine function of the Temple is muffled.

e Ephesians 4:30: "And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed
for the day of redemption.”
e 1 Thessalonians 5:19: "Do not quench the Spirit."

The lack of outward Latreuo means the inner Presence is being resisted, preventing the flow
of life and power. The Law may be written on the heart, but the person is choosing to ignore
its command, effectively putting a lid over the pot of Manna (provision) and the Rod
(authority) within.

B. Unfruitfulness and Lack of Manifestation

The Christian life is meant to bear fruit (Galatians 5:22-23). The failure to engage in the
service of love and self-denial means the Ark's contents are not being demonstrated
externally.

e John 15:5: "l am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and | in him, he
it is that bears much fruit..."

The absence of fruit (Latreud) indicates a failure to abide, showing that the continuous work
of the Mercy Seat is not resulting in the necessary change of life demanded by the Law (the
contents of the Ark).

3. Scriptural Commands for Daily Latreuo (Spiritual
Service)

The New Testament provides clear instruction on the daily spiritual sacrifices that constitute
our logikén latreian (spiritual service) and affirm the functioning of the Ark within.



Commandment
(Service)

Scripture Reference

Ark Component
Affirmed

Present Your Body
(The Living Sacrifice)

Romans 12:1: "Present your
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy
and acceptable to God, which is
your spiritual worship [Latreuo]."

Affirms the Mercy
Seat (acceptable
because of Christ's
blood).

Transform Your
Mind (Ethical
Obedience)

Romans 12:2: "Do not be
conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewal of
your mind..."

Affirms the Tablets of
the Law (the Law
written on the heart).

Bear One Another’s
Burdens (Practical
Love)

Galatians 6:2: "Bear one
another’s burdens, and so fulfill
the law of Christ."

Affirms the Law
(fulfilled by the
internal Spirit of love).

Offer the Sacrifice
of Praise
(Thanksgiving)

Hebrews 13:15: "Through him
then let us continually offer up a
sacrifice of praise to God, that is,
the fruit of lips that acknowledge
his name."

Affirms the Manna
(constant gratitude for
provision).

Do Good and Share
(Communal Provision)

Hebrews 13:16: "Do not neglect to
do good and to share, for with
such sacrifices God is pleased."

Affirms the Manna
(provision extending
to the community).

Prayer Without
Ceasing (Continuous
Access)

1 Thessalonians 5:17: "Pray
without ceasing."

Affirms Christ as
High Priest
(continuous,
unhindered access to
the Father).




The daily act of Latreud is, therefore, the constant, practical recognition that you are the
Temple, and Christ is the ultimate High Priest making continuous intercession on your behalf.
Your life is the ongoing service offered at the internal Mercy Seat.

That is the natural, ultimate conclusion of the New Covenant theology. Yes, engaging in
evangelism—reaching people with the gospel—is not just a key part of daily Latreuo, it is the
highest outward function of the indwelling Ark/Temple.

Here is why evangelism is inextricably linked to the theology of the New Covenant Ark:

4. Evangelism: The Outward Function of the Indwelling
Ark

If the Ark in the Old Covenant represented God's throne leading His people, the indwelling Ark
(Christ/Spirit) must lead the believer to bring God's kingdom to others. Evangelism is the
means by which the Temple expands and fulfills its ultimate purpose.

A. The Fulfiliment of the Temple's Mission

The physical Temple (which held the Ark) was always intended to be a place for all nations to
find God.

e Isaiah 56:7 (OT Blueprint): "for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all

N
peoples.

e The New Covenant Reality: We are the mobile Temple (1 Cor 6:19). The only way for
the Temple to fulfill its "all peoples” mission is for the believers to carry the Presence
(Immanence) outward.

Evangelism is the act of bringing a lost person from the "outer court” of the world into the
Holy of Holies—into reconciliation with God through Christ.

B. The Ultimate Act of Latreuo (Service of Reconciliation)

. . . o . 2
Our spiritual worship (Latreud) is a living sacrifice of obedience. The greatest command of
the resurrected High Priest (Christ) to His priestly people is the Great Commission.

e 2 Corinthians 5:18-20 (The Ministry of Reconciliation):

"...God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry
of reconciliation... We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God



were making his appeal through us."3

This is the quintessential Latreuo (spiritual service). We are acting as ambassadors on behalf
of the King who dwells within us. Evangelism is the corporate, sacrificial service of the Temple
community, using the "fruit of the lips" (Hebrews 13:15) to extend the terms of the New
Covenant.

C. Witness to the Merciful Covering (Hilasterion)

The Ark's primary function was the Mercy Seat (kapporet/hilastérion) where blood covered
the Law. Evangelism is the verbal declaration of that covering.

e The Message: When we share the gospel, we declare that Christ is the hilastérion
(Romans 3:25)—the specific place where God'’s justice was satisfied and His mercy
was poured out.

e The Implication: To fail to evangelize is to possess the life-saving knowledge that the
veil is torn and the sacrifice is complete, yet choose to keep that knowledge hidden.
This stands in contrast to the purpose of the indwelling Presence, whose very nature is
to draw all people to Himself.

Theological Concept Evangelistic Action

Ark/Temple (Indwelling Go Forth: The Temple is mobile, carrying the Presence
Presence) to the nations.

Mercy Seat (Hilasterion) Proclaim: We declare Christ as the one and only means

of atonement and access.

Law on the Heart (Love) Compel: The internal law of love compels us to seek
the salvation of the lost neighbor.

Latreuo (Service/Worship) Ambassadorship: We fulfill the highest commanded




service (ministry of reconciliation).

Therefore, daily Latreuo must include an evangelistic posture—a readiness to speak of
Christ—because the King who lives within the Temple has commanded His Presence to be
shared.

The actions in Matthew 25:35-36, often called the Works of Mercy, perfectly align the vertical
worship (Latreuo to God) with the horizontal expression of the Ark's contents (love and
provision for neighbor).

These actions are not secondary duties; they are the corporeal manifestation of the
indwelling Mercy Seat.

Here is how the Works of Mercy in Matthew 25:35-36 fit as a core, daily component of the
New Covenant Latreuo:

5. The Works of Mercy: The Corporeal Latreuo (Matthew
25:35-36)

The passage describes the ultimate judgment based on practical actions: feeding the hungry,
giving drink to the thirsty, welcoming the stranger, clothing the naked, visiting the sick, and
visiting the imprisoned.

"For | was hungry and you gave me food, | was thirsty and you gave me drink, |
was a stranger and you welcomed me, | was naked and you clothed me, | was sick
and you visited me, | was in prison and you came to me." (Matthew 25:35-36)

A. The Embodiment of the Ark's Contents

These actions are the physical demonstration that the contents of the Ark (Law, Manna,
Authority) and the covering of the Mercy Seat are active within the believer:

Ark Component | Matthew 25 Action Theological Connection
Affirmed
Mercy Seat All Actions ("Truly, | say to Mercy: We act mercifully toward others
(Hilasterion) you, as you did it to one of because we have received ultimate
the least of these, you did it | mercy (the blood covering the Law).




to me.")

Tablets of the
Law

Welcoming the Stranger,
Visiting the Sick

Love: Fulfills the "Law of Christ"
(Galatians 6:2) and the two great
commandments (love God, love
neighbor).

Pot of Manna

Feeding the Hungry, Giving
Drink to the Thirsty

Provision: Shows that the spiritual
Manna (Christ) residing in us flows
outward into practical, physical
sustenance for others.

Rod that
Budded

Visiting the Imprisoned,
Clothing the Naked

Authority/Life: Brings the life, hope,
and order of God's presence into the
darkest and most hopeless places.

B. The Indwelling Christ (Immanence) Extended

The most profound theological implication lies in Christ's statement: "You did it to me."

e The Temple's Extension: Since Christ dwells in the believer (the Temple), and Christ
identifies Himself with the poor, sick, and imprisoned ("the least of these"), then
serving the least of these is literally an act of serving the indwelling Christ.

e Practical Latreuo: This elevates acts of charity from mere philanthropy to direct,
spiritual service and worship. When you feed the hungry, you are not just performing
a good deed; you are serving the King at the altar of the physical world. Your kitchen,
your car ride to the hospital, and your visit to a shelter become your new Holy of
Holies, because Christ, the ultimate Ark, is encountered there.

C. Works of Mercy vs. Evangelism: The Two Lungs of Latreuo

The daily Latreuo requires two essential, complementary functions:

1. Evangelism (The Word/Mouth): Declaring the spiritual provision (Christ as the Bread

of Life).

2. Works of Mercy (The Deed/Hand): Providing the physical provision (Manna).

Both are necessary expressions of the indwelling Ark. We cannot just declare the Bread of Life
without offering physical bread when it is needed, nor can we just offer physical bread without




sharing the spiritual source.

Service Focus

What it Proclaims

New Covenant Act

Evangelism We are reconciled: The veil is torn for all | The Sacrifice of Praise
who believe. (Hebrews 13:15).

Works of God provides: The Law of love is active, | The Sacrifice of Sharing

Mercy and the Manna flows. (Hebrews 13:16).

Therefore, the actions in Matthew 25 are not supplementary social work; they are
indispensable, commanded spiritual service that demonstrate the dynamic, functional
reality of the indwelling Trinity (the New Covenant Ark) in the life of the priest (the believer).
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